Discussion Guide for The Time Patriot: Episode 2 - Stranger by Kim Megahee

Welcome  
Welcome to the book club discussion for *The Time Patriot: Episode 2 - Stranger*. This fast-paced time-travel thriller brings George Washington into 2037 to help a divided America rediscover its founding principles. As you read, you’ll meet Rangers, Nazis from two eras, media chaos, and high-stakes decisions that test courage, loyalty, and the power of truth. Grab a snack, get comfortable, and get ready for lively conversation about heroes, history, and what it takes to protect freedom.

How to Use This Guide  
· Read one section (or group of chapters) together or individually before each meeting.  
· Start with the orienting sentence to set the scene, then dive into the questions.  
· Encourage everyone to share personal reactions—there are no “wrong” answers.  
· Use the optional activities for extra fun when the group wants a hands-on break.  
· Keep the tone respectful and energetic; time-travel stories spark great “what if” debates.  
· End each section by asking who wants to read a favorite line aloud.

Chapters 1–2: The Team Returns  
The HERO Team safely returns from 1787 with General Washington and Will Lee, but the mission is already under pressure from unexpected wounds and a looming threat.

1. How does McKnight’s leadership style show up in these first pages?  
2. What do you think of the way the team treats Washington with both respect and gentle guidance?  
3. The anti-nausea powder and modern medicine surprise Washington. Which everyday modern convenience do you think would shock him most?  
4. Drake and McKnight already sense danger. What early clues made you feel the same tension?  
5. Will Lee’s role as Washington’s trusted companion stands out. How does his loyalty feel different from modern relationships?  
6. What questions would you have asked Washington in that first hour if you were in the room?

Optional Activity: 
Quick “would you rather” round—would you rather time-travel with Washington or stay behind to protect the lab? Vote and explain.

Chapter 3: The Arms Dealer  
We flash back to Charles Murphy’s tense meeting with the 2037 Nazis, revealing how the time-travel technology reached the wrong hands.

1. What first impression does Murphy make on you as a character?  
2. Why do you think Murphy chooses the Nazis as buyers? Does his reasoning feel personal or purely business?  
3. Olson and Hitzinger show different leadership styles. Which one feels more dangerous?  
4. Murphy’s backstory with the Irish and the British adds layers. How does history still shape his choices today?  
5. The scene ends with a possible alliance. What red flags are you already spotting?

Optional Activity: 
Cast a modern actor as Murphy and explain your choice in one sentence.

Chapters 4–5: 1937 Berlin  
Murphy and Hitzinger work with 1937 Nazis to prepare an attack, while Murphy quietly maneuvers to protect his own interests.

1. How does the 1937 Nazi lab feel different from the HERO Team’s setup?  
2. Bittner’s failed mission creates immediate pressure. Would you have kept him in command?  
3. Murphy lies to Bittner about speaking with Himmler. Was that move smart, risky, or both?  
4. The conversation about eliminating Murphy later reveals deeper distrust. How does that affect your view of the alliance?  
5. What does Murphy’s hearing device symbolize about the modern world versus 1937?

Optional Activity: 
Two-minute “steelman” exercise—defend Murphy’s strategy as if you were on his team.

Chapters 6–7: Mount Vernon Arrival  
Washington and Will Lee arrive at Mount Vernon, meet their caretakers, and begin adjusting to 2037 while the team plans security.

1. Washington’s first reactions to cars, heat, and airplanes are memorable. Which one surprised you most?  
2. Lydia and Tucker Warren treat Washington with deep respect. How does that feel in today’s culture?  
3. Washington wants to review the troops. What does that request reveal about him?  
4. The security detail and “the Beast” highlight how much protection is needed. Is it excessive or necessary?  
5. Will Lee’s confusion about modern life is touching. How does his perspective help us see 2037 differently?

Optional Activity: 
Vote on the most “mind-blowing” modern item Washington encounters so far.

Chapters 8–10: The Teacher Arrives  
Professor Eve Dandridge meets Washington, the President visits, and the group begins serious lessons on the Constitution.

1. Dandridge’s approach to teaching feels straightforward and honest. How does that build trust with Washington?  
2. President Harrison’s visit sets the stakes. Do you think he made the right promise to Washington?  
3. Washington’s caution about agreeing to anything shows his character. Would you have been as careful?  
4. The contrast between 1787 and 2037 politics comes through clearly. Which difference feels most relevant today?  
5. Lee’s quiet presence during these meetings adds an interesting layer. What role do you think he’ll play?

Optional Activity: 
Role-play one quick question Washington might ask Dandridge about the Constitution.

Chapters 11–14: Media Storm and Hidden Threats  
News leaks, drones fill the sky, and international players begin plotting against the mission.

1. The media frenzy at Mount Vernon is chaotic. How would you have handled the drone situation differently?  
2. Jane Sorokin’s interview is set up carefully. Do you think it will help or hurt Washington’s message?  
3. Murphy’s plan to attack the lab instead of Washington directly feels strategic. Was it the smarter move?  
4. The international meeting in Iran raises the stakes dramatically. Which threat feels most immediate?  
5. McKnight sends his wife to Atlanta for safety. How does that choice reflect the personal cost of the mission?

Optional Activity: 
“Agree or disagree” line—stand on one side or the other: “The media should be allowed to interview Washington freely.”

Chapters 15–16: Political Fallout  
Senator Lodge’s illness reveals a past leak of the time-travel plans, while Murphy prepares backup options.

1. Lodge’s confession about Mike Smith changes everything. How does that information shift your view of the whole story?  
2. Murphy’s backup plan in 1787 shows long-term thinking. Is he a villain, a survivor, or both?  
3. The President’s concern about foreign interference feels very real. How much should the team know?  
4. What does Lodge’s final conversation with Drake reveal about trust and regret?

Optional Activity: 
Two-minute takeaway round—each person shares one new risk the team now faces.

Chapters 17–18: The Blocked Breach  
The 1937 Nazis attempt to jump into the HERO lab and fail, forcing everyone to adapt their plans.

1. The failed time jump is dramatic. What do you think saved the lab?  
2. Wheeler’s quick thinking under pressure stands out. How has his character grown?  
3. Murphy’s decision to send Bittner first shows cold calculation. Would you have done the same?  
4. The team now knows someone in 2037 helped the enemy. Who do you suspect?

Optional Activity: 
Map the conflict—draw a quick line between the HERO Team and the 1937 Nazis showing the current advantage.

Chapters 19–24: The Speech Looms  
Washington prepares for his nationwide address while threats multiply from media, politics, and foreign powers.

1. Harrison’s press briefing balances transparency and control. Did he strike the right tone?  
2. The video of the three world leaders changes the entire mission’s meaning. How does that affect your feelings about Washington’s speech?  
3. Dandridge and Washington’s growing respect for each other is clear. What value do you think she brings beyond history lessons?  
4. The final chapters leave several storylines open. Which one are you most eager to see resolved in the next episode?  
5. Washington’s promise to speak honestly feels both inspiring and risky. Would you want to be in his position?

Optional Activity: 
Write one sentence Washington might say in his speech that you hope he includes.

Whole-Book Discussion Questions  
1. How has Washington changed (or stayed the same) since arriving in 2037?  
2. Which character surprised you most in their loyalty or motives?  
3. The book quotes John Adams and George Washington on liberty and truth. Which idea felt most relevant to today?  
4. Time travel creates both opportunity and danger. Where does the story show the biggest risk?  
5. Media and political forces try to control the narrative. How did that theme play out for you?  
6. Murphy is clearly an antagonist, yet he has clear reasons. Did any part of his logic make you pause?  
7. The HERO Team protects both history and the present. Which mission felt more important?  
8. What scene made you laugh, cheer, or worry the most?  
9. How do the 1937 Nazis compare to the 2037 Nazis in effectiveness and threat level?  
10. Washington’s upcoming speech carries enormous weight. What outcome would feel like a win for the country?  
11. The story explores personal sacrifice for the greater good. Which character’s choice stood out to you?  
12. How does the book balance action with deeper questions about freedom and responsibility?  
13. If you could give Washington one piece of modern advice, what would it be?  
14. What do you think the next episode will focus on after this cliffhanger?  
15. Who should read this book and why?

Closing  
Thanks for diving into The Time Patriot: Episode 2 - Stranger with the group. George Washington once said truth ultimately prevails—may your conversations help each of you carry a little more of that truth forward. See you next time!

Final Note
The author, Kim Megahee, wants to connect with you. He hopes you will contact him with any thoughts or ideas about The Time Twisters. What other time travel plot ideas do you have or would like to see in a future book? 
· Leave an honest review if you have not already done so.
· Send a contact note. He responds to all notes. 
· Join his newsletter to hear from him with the latest monthly.
And above all, thanks for reading and discussing STRANGER – Episode 2 of THE TIME PATRIOT Adventure Series.
